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Dear Friends

Yes, it's time again to dust off the
laptop and produce another Fulmer
Newsletter (about time, | hear you
say!). I'm afraid that | am largely
responsible for much of the delay, with
a series of medical issues in the family
and a lovely five month old grandson
occupying my attention.

Happily, we are coming down the
mountain now, and although we
haven't reached base camp yet, things
are certainly on the mend, as are my
wife Jo and Mike Dewey after their
respective knee replacement
surgeries.

We have a new correspondent in Andy
Archer, of which more below. Andy
certainly seems to have a laser-like
memory for people, place and
incidents, so doubtless he will be
inputting a lot of new insights as time
moves on.

Much Committee time is currently
being devoted to considering how to

archive the extensive and growing
collection of material we have acquired
in the course of running the FRHG. We
have some interest from
Buckinghamshire archive, but not for
all of it! The process is worth an article
in itself, perhaps one which I'll tackle in
the next newsletter.

Finally, | couldn't let an email from
Chairman Brian Tranter pass without
comment. Out of curiosity he asked
Microsoft's artificial intelligence
offering CoPilot Al "Who Founded the
Institute?"

Here is the answer...The Fulmer
Research Institute was founded by Sir
Henry Tizard in 1945. Sir Henry Tizard was
a prominent British scientist and engineer
who played a key role in scientific research
and development during World War 2. The
Institute was established to focus on
various areas of research, including
aerodynamics, materials science and
defense (sic) technologies. Its legacy
continues through the efforts of the
Fulmer Research History Group (FRHG),



which aims to preserve and document the variety!
Institute's history and achievements.

As Brian commented: "At least they got

the date right."

Andy Pye
There was always a lot of intelligence Newsletter Editor (1975-80)
at Fulmer, but little of the artificial andy@andypye.com

Tony’s Story — a tribute to Tony Bowry (1930-2023)

We all have a story to tell but Tony Bowry had a remarkably rich life that few people
will know about. He went to Montem School in Slough and left at the age of 14 to find
a job.

After the War, AlImin was seeking new uses for aluminium alloys that had been
developed for the Aircraft Industry and Tony joined Almin. On one occasion, Tony
met the Director, Colonel Devereux , and explained to him that he was carrying out
mechanical tests on each of the main trusses for the ‘Dome of Discovery’ on the
1951 Festival of Britain Site.

No doubt Col. Devereux was delighted to hear Tony’s story and this was the
beginning of Tony working for three companies owned by Colonel Devereux namely,
Almin, High Duty Alloys - and finally the Fulmer Research Institute, where Tony
stayed for the rest of his working life - in fact, having joined in 1945 and left in

1992, Tony was Fulmer's longest serving employee, a record that will stand for
eternity.

During his early years at Fulmer, Tony spent two years doing his National Service in
the Royal Air Force, before returning to Fulmer, when he moved into the Physical
Chemistry Department to work on the coating of rocket parts with Tungsten, the
highest melting point metal.

Friends and colleagues. L to R:
(back) Peter Constable, Colin
Hayman, Duncan Stewart, Ron
Lewin, Eileen Adams; (front) Tony
Bowry, Michael Stuart.




Tony had many laboratory skills, including making his own specialist equipment and
glass blowing his own apparatus. He worked closely with the academic staff to
develop a new range of high temperature materials for aircraft engines.

Unlike most of the academic staff, who wore their public-school tweed jackets and
puffed away on their pipes, Tony always wore a white Lab coat, a tie and had
polished shoes. He could always be found in another lab chatting to the staff and
producing the sound of laughter. Tony had an unusual sense of humour and was
always looking to turn situations into fun.

A match against another laboratory with Tony
as opening batsman

While in the Forces Tony learned to play Bridge. He continued his interest when he
returned to civilian life and eventually played at County and International level. He
and his very good friend, Peter Constable, played at the highest level of Bridge for
many years. He also loved cricket and played for Fulmer against other Research
Laboratories. Tony also became highly skilled at Rifle Shooting and represented
England at Bisley, where he won many of the top International Shooting Awards.

Tony’s casual style hid a very sharp brain which manifested itself into a harmless

sense of humour. It has been my privilege to have known Tony as a friend and a
fellow human being who made us all smile!

Ron Lewin

From Art School to the Dog and Pot

| left Fulmer in April 1972, but have recently found the fulmerresearchinstitute.uk
website, a mine of information, and the photos a great reminder of my time there.

| was recruited (almost straight from Art School) by John Coiley as his Graphic Artist
and for a couple of weeks | took up a position on the only vacant drawing board at
Fulmer, in the strain gauge building, while the Photographic Unit made room for me.
| worked on publicity material, exhibitions and soirees.



| joined Wilf Collis, his deputy Peter and his assistant Jim. Wilf was from a different
century. He would not use anything but glass photographic plates. He did not believe
in 35mm and so any other format was left to us.

The photographic studio had a balcony at the rear of the old building. | spent a lot of
time looking over the croquet lawn. Another regular trip was up the stairs to the
rooms of Dr. Gross to discuss his collection of Byzantine icons.

| remember Barbara Butler. | used to refer to her as my Sweetheart of the Roneo
but you may have to be a printer to understand that. | would often go down to
Barbara's print-room and listen to her or her "trannie" radio.

| later moved to a small office above the original front entrance drawing Research
Planning Diagrams for David Davies, who seemed to be the brightest bloke I'd ever
met.

My working day was "topped and tailed" by racing through Black Park, so great
memories all round. Occasionally | would travel to the South Kensington Museums
with John Coiley by mid-morning train from Slough Station. We must have looked an
odd couple. He was always smart and looked like a Conservative junior minister,
whereas | wasn't and didn't. | had no idea John was soon to join the Science
Museum and later, become curator of the National Railway Museum at York.

In the couple of years | spent at Fulmer, | served on the Sports & Social Club
committee, ran a few discos in the canteen and a few Film Club nights.

The big corporate event was the 25th Anniversary Dinner Dance held in very large
marquee taking up most of the lawn. I'm sure some attendees would have taken
photos, but of course, this is before everyone would carry a mobile phone.

| asked the Fulmer library to subscribe to Campaign magazine and it was there |
read of a job with the Independent Broadcasting Authority and | stayed with them for
42 years.



| remember that several “leaving dos” took
place at The Dog and Pot rather than the
closer pubs, so | looked it up and it’s been
turned into a private house. The snaps
accompanying this article are courtesy of
Ron Lewin!

Andy Archer
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