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Committee Capers 

Dear Friends 

Dear Friends 

Welcome to the Spring edition of the 

Fulmer Research History Group 

Newsletter - it is just about spring, isn't it? 

In this edition. we have some recollections 

about Traff and how Fulmer was in at the 

start of the Green Hydrogen programme. 

We thought it might be a good idea to 

explain what the Committee does on a 

regular basis. Meetings are held on a 

roughly quarterly basis in the Library at 

Flackwell Heath, where Mike Dewey has 

access on Wednesday mornings when it is 

closed to the public. 

 

Recently, the Chairmanship has passed 

from David Davies to Brian Tranter and 

the meetings are also attended by Ron 

Lewin, Andy Pye and Brian Knott. 

Meetings follow a formal agenda, but 

much of the work is done "offline"  - 

reviewing contributions by members and 

their relatives and creating an archive of 

information from it, so we have a full 

record of the full  period from its launch in 

1945 to its demise in 1990. Much of the 

information is posted on our website 

(https://fulmerresearchinstitute.uk/), but 

behind the website is a treasure trove of 

information which is digitised and stored 

in the cloud using a system known as 

pCloud.  

 Information which is more 

sensitive or personal is stored in a secure 

physical archive. The content includes 

everything from information about the 

company's assets, to the projects which 

were undertaken, and a database of 

photographs. We even have a coding 

system which resembles the old systems 

of E, P and R numbers which were 



prominent on our timesheets when we 

actually worked at Fulmer for a living! 

Now that we are out of the CoVID era, we 

are keen to organise a long-overdue social 

event and we hope that as many as 

possible of you will be able to attend. We 

are thinking of the autumn and would 

welcome any thoughts you may have.  

If you know of any colleagues that you 

think we may have lost touch with, please 

drop us a line introducing yourself and 

mentioning your long lost Fulmer Friends 

with whom you would like to be in touch.  

Most of all, the Fulmer Family Newsletter 

is yours. We look forward to hearing from 

you soon. 

In addition, one of the tasks I have agreed 

to take on is to re-energise the Fulmer 

Facebook Group. In future, it will receive 

regular monthly updates, including how to 

access these Newsletters! 

Please send any contributions, thoughts 

and contact information to Andy Pye, the 

Newsletter Editor, at andy@andypye.com 

Best wishes to you all from the Committee 

(Brian Tranter, David Davies, Mike Dewey, 

Brian Knott, Ron Lewin and Andy Pye). 

Andy Pye  

Newsletter Editor  

andy@andypye.com 

 

The Trafford Family 

 
Most employees of the Yarsley Technical Centre at Redhill will have known Douglas 

Trafford, affectionately known as Traff. A larger than life character, he stood out in many 

ways, but most obviously for his love of braces for holding-up his trousers (see above!). 

Also, I well remember the day when it had been decided that a life-size model of him was 



required at Stoke Poges, it was my job to transport "Traff" from Redhill as a passenger in my 

car! 

 

So it was with great anticipation and interest when we received a communication from one 

of his daughters - via the Contact Us facility on the FRI website. This was Melanie Crossley 

(nee Trafford), the youngest of Traff's 10 children. 

 

It transpired that, when going through a box of personal effects, Melanie had come across 

two share certificates for Yarsley Research Laboratories Ltd from the 1960's, and wanted to 

know if they had any value. Having told her that unfortunately they had no monetary value 

but were of definite historical value, we continued to communicate. I was able to send 

Melanie quite a few photographs of Traff from our archive and bring her up-to-date with 

how Yarsley had developed with Fulmer. 

Melanie then sent us another photo of nine of Traff's children, the other one having 

unfortunately passed away by the time the photo was taken at Melanie's wedding. If 

anyone would like to correspond with Melanie I will, with her permission, send her contact 

details to you. 

 

We would love to hear from anybody who has memories of Traff, or indeed any other 

member of the Fulmer/Yarsley operations. Please send them to me and the email address at 

the bottom of this newsletter! 

Mike Dewey 

 

Green hydrogen - the early years 

The energy supply shock caused by the Ukraine war and the consequent loss of Russian gas 

is only the latest of many energy crises that Europe has faced since World War II. In 1973-4 

OPEC, the Arab oil cartel, imposed an embargo which drove up the price of oil by 300%. 

More large price hikes came as a result of the Iranian revolution and the Iran-Iraq war. In 

response, Fulmer developed skills and facilities for energy conservation and for new energy 

sources such as solar heating for domestic hot water. 



 
 

We recognised that there was a long term need for clean energy, and in 1979 we prepared a 

proposal for the project, P1954/1. As a result, Fulmer secured funding from the then EEC to 

apply the AUQ method of modelling under uncertainty to forecast the use of hydrogen as an 

energy vector. Led by David Davies, the project team constructed a Fortran model 

simulating the use of hydrogen as a competing source of energy and applied it to three 

European countries on timescales extending out to 2025. The final report, R875/5, was 

issued in January 1984. 

 

Unsurprisingly, the project failed to take into consideration such unknown as the Ukraine 

war and the pandemic, but it's interesting that, modelling the UK in 2025, the probability 

that a substantial amount of hydrogen would be used for energy was assessed at 60% - and 

that if so the expected amount would be about 15% of total energy consumption. 

 

Thus Fulmer played a small part in the ancestry of the EU Green Hydrogen programme and 

the hydrogen strategy for a climate-neutral Europe was adopted in July 2020. By the first 

quarter 2022, all of its 20 action points were implemented and delivered.  

 

During the interim period, a number of hydrogen energy projects have been ongoing in the 

EU. The Hydrogen Mobility Europe project (H2ME) is a flagship project designed to give 

drivers of fuel cell electric (FCEV) vehicles a truly pan-European network of hydrogen 

refuelling stations. 

 

Running for six years from 2017, the JIVE project seeks to deploy 139 new zero emission fuel 

cell buses and associated refuelling infrastructure across five countries. It is part-funded 

under the Horizon 2020 framework programme 



 

More recently, the US Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) was signed into US law in August 2022, 

an ambitious effort to promote clean production and innovation in clean technologies, and 

to accelerate climate efforts. While the ensuing relationship between the EU and US on this 

subject has been somewhat strained as a result, it is likely that the outcome will be yet more 

stimulus for green hydrogen on both sides of the Atlantic. 

David Davies and Andy Pye 

 

 
 

 

Committee Contacts 

Contact details are here: 

David Davies    david@questans.co.uk 

Mike Dewey    deweymiked@aol.com 

Brian Knott    brianrk@btinternet.com 

Ron Lewin    relewin@btinternet.com 

Andy Pye    andy@andypye.com 

Brian Tranter    btranter@btinternet.com 
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