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Catching up on Lost Time

Dear Friends

We hope your family and friends are well
and starting to recover from the
challenges of the last two years.

During this time we have been busy with a
whole raft of Fulmer matters and it has
given us time to reflect about our future.

Over the last 10 years much has been
achieved through a continual stream of
contacts from you all.

We are keen to hear from you and for you
to share your Fulmer, Yarsley and family
stories. We look forward to hearing from

you with perhaps one or two
photographs.

What did you do during the CoVID years?
Do you have something special to share?
To get you started, Ron Lewin and Mike
Dewey have told us below how they spent
their lockdown. Next month, we'd like to
hear your stories - otherwise we will have
to tell you about Brian, David and me!

Andy Pye
Newsletter Editor

andy@andypye.com

Dave Bagley and George Yiasemides

George's funeral.

We are very sorry to report the passing of David Bagley (shown) and George
Yiasemides, two Fulmer stalwarts. We extend our deepest condolences to
their friends and family. Former colleague and friend Bill Hopkins attended



Norman Waterman MBE

On a happier note, we are delighted to report that Dr Norman
Waterman has been awarded an MBE in the 2022 New Year Honours
List for services to Materials, Manufacturing and Nuclear Engineering.
After leaving Fulmer, the pioneer of the Fulmer Materials Optimizer
formed the consultancy Quotec. He also helped to set up the Nuclear
Futures Institute (NFI) at Bangor University by linking it with Hitachi-GE
and Imperial College. The NFI meetings room at Dean Street is named
the Waterman Room in his honour and acknowledging the key role he
played in its inception.

With nuclear decommissioning and nuclear new-build projects on its doorstep, and an
increasing number of businesses from the nuclear supply chain becoming active in the area,
the University is focussing on existing and emerging nuclear power generation technologies
including commercial light- 3 water reactors and the emerging technologies including small
and advanced modular reactors

Life during lockdown

Ron Lewin: When the first lockdown was announced in March 2020, we were faced with a
situation which was completely unknown to us. Liz and | are fortunate to have a lovely
garden and we decided during this time to create a pond to remind ourselves of the
challenges we’ve faced. We are also surrounded with beautiful countryside in which to walk
and be mindful of simple pleasures. The weather for the first three months was very
pleasant which meant then when we went out walking, we met people so did not feel
isolated.

Like many, we learned to use Zoom, so we were able to keep in touch with the family. It was
a poor substitute for seeing them, but it was better than nothing.

Liz and | were lucky enough to enjoy a couple of holidays - one in Norfolk and one in
Avebury - but for these we were on our own. Because of the numbers, we unfortunately
missed out on what would normally have been holidays with the family - my tally of great
grandchildren has grown to four over the last two years - | consider myself extremely
fortunate

Mike Dewey: When Lockdown was first introduced in March 2020, | thought: "It's going to
last 2/3 months and then all will be back to normal. We will miss our Spring holiday in
Cyprus, but never mind because we will be able to go abroad as usual in June and September
(2020), and maybe October as well to make up for missing April/May. I'll have a great



opportunity to do all those office-type jobs which | have been meaning to do over the last
two or three years."

How wrong | was!
We have not been abroad since November 2019.

| have done very few of those jobs, as working at home is just not very efficient unless you
can establish a separate office where you can't be interrupted.

The main consolation was that neither Christine nor | succumbed to Covid, although | did so
recently, but didn't really know that | had except for 10 days | tested positive.

There were some other consolations. Living in a hilltop village, albeit a large one, there are
some magnificent walks which | could enjoy when the regulations allowed us outside for
exercise. Especially enjoyable were walks across the golf-course, avoiding the greens of
course, which was closed to golfers! Although missing being able to see football matches
live, | could watch Man United and Wycombe Wanderers on TV.

Finally, thank you for the programme of vaccinations. So say all of us!

Behind the scenes

You may have read many stories written by colleagues over the years on our
Website and Wikipedia. Associated with these are our Archives which are to be
kept in the Bucks County Archive for all time.

During the Lockdown Years, we have been busy with a whole raft of new
Fulmer content and it has given us time to reflect about our future. Brian Tranter

picks up the narrative:

Since April 2020, in addition to some tidying up, we have actually added quite a

bit of new material to the website. We all had too much time at home!

This is a list of the pages that have been added to the website since April 2020.

We also added some pictures, some external links to information on Devereux,




Gross and Yarsley and added to the time line.

Slough Schools Train Young Scientists

The 1950s Buildings at Stoke Poges

Cricket lovely Cricket

History of the site in Stoke Poges

Andy Pye: Still Crazy after all these Years

Ron Lewin: From Fulmer to The Revised National Curriculum
Brian Tranter: Fulmer and Beyond

George Wilson

History of the Yarsley Laboratories

The Physical Chemistry Department at Fulmer Research Institute
Today we pray for the Fulmer Industry/Education Project

Calculating and Computing at Fulmer

The next Newsletter, due out around the end of April, will include more details

of some of these additions to our archive over the last three years or so.

Committee Contacts

Contact details are here:

David Davies david@questans.co.uk

Mike Dewey deweymiked@aol.com

Brian Knott  brianrk@btinternet.com

Ron Lewin relewin@btinternet.com

Andy Pye andy@andypye.com

Brian Tranter btranter@btinternet.com
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