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Second and Third Generation Fulmerites

One of the pleasant surprises of
compiling these memories of Fulmer
is how - perhaps unexpectedly - its
legacy has extended beyond the
actual employees to the children and
grandchildren of those who worked.
And often, the special nature of the
establishment has rubbed off on
them too.

Fulmerites will remember a couple of
issues ago our article on the late
Barbara Butler, which arose from her

daughter Janet getting in touch.

Now we are going a generation
further, as Mark Ainsworth has got in
touch about his memories of his
grandfather John Jenner, whom

many of us remember in the

seventies.

Mark says: "During the early-mid
70's my grandfather, John Jenner,
was the live-in caretaker and site
manager of the research institute |
spent many weekends living

at Fulmer when my father was on
night shift (so needed quiet at home)
and exploring the grounds. | would
often go with my grandfather on
rounds to either lock up the site in
the evening, or unlock it first thing in

the morning.

"One of my long-lasting memories is
of the various smells, and how they

were all different from one building to
the next. Or skateboarding down the

drive and seeing how quickly | could



get from the main entrance to the the early 90's. But Mark is hopeful
Yarsley building (without falling off)." that his parents will be able to

provide some photos to contribute.
Unfortunately John passed away in

Andy Pye

How to turn a summer residence into a research

centre
As promised we include an extract from Mike Dewey's publications in the Bucks

Free Press.

3In 1885 Frederick Pritchard from Bayswater,

ondon, bought some 40 acres of land in the

state to the south of what was then Uxbridge
#Road (now Hollybush Hill) in Stoke Poges to build a
jsummer residence. This he called Carton Tower.
The Pritchards lived there until around 1900, when
for a few years Carton Tower was occupied by Alfred Albert, a batchelor. He
sold it to publisher Walter Judd in 1908, who greatly extended the house and
renamed it Holly Hill.

Walter Judd died in 1931, but his family continued to live at Holly Hill. At the
start of WW2 in 1939 his widow Florence and 50 year old unmarried daughter
Flora were living there with members of their extended family, and many

servants.

At some time during the war, part of the house was requisitioned by the military
authorities. The precise use to which this was put is not known, but it was

possibly as some sort of convalescence home for wounded Officers.



Just two months after WW?2 finally ended with the surrender of Japan in August
1945, Holly Hill, including the 40 acre estate, was purchased by Colonel
Wallace C Devereux. Devereux was a local man, who had established the
company High Duty Alloys on the Slough Trading Estate in 1928 to produce

and fabricate alloys based on aluminium and magnesium.

Devereux had resolved to develop more diversified industrial uses for these
Light Alloys and needed a Research Institute. And so on 7 February 1946, the
Fulmer Research Institute was formally incorporated as a company situated at
Holly Hill in Stoke Poges. Quite why Devereux chose to associate the name

with the adjacent village of Fulmer rather than Stoke Poges is unclear.

Mr E A G Liddiard was appointed the Institute's first Director of Research. He
was a metallurgist by profession and had been a senior member of the staff of
the British Non-Ferrous Research Institute based in London. In June 1946 Dr

Philip Gross was appointed as Chief Scientist, he was a physical chemist by

profession.

S The Fulmer Research Institute was formally

opened on 2 July 1947 by the prominent member
of Clement Atlee's Labour Government, Sir Stafford
®Cripps, who was at that time President of the Board

) of Trade.

Captions: Top left: The terrace at Holly Hill before it was acquired by Col.
Devereux, early 1940s

Middle right: Col. Devereux and Clement Atlee "at the races", probably at
Ascot, with their wives

Above left:: Sir Stafford Cripps delivers his speech at the official opening of the
Fulmer Research Institute, July 1947

How an impressive summer residence was turned into a research centre



https://fulmerresearchinstitute.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3a3bab303f9fabaefbca60e76&id=c1a8fd699a&e=7f728d5bec

It's an upside down, topsy-turvy world

In our last issue, we carried a piece about Roger Davies' work, which
included this picture of a collapsed crane tower. The picture was taken with

an iPhone 6 and it was a picture of an existing print.

Everything appears fine, unless you view the ¥
newsletter on Apple equipment, as Brian
Tranter did, in which case, it may appear upside

down!

N
Subsequently, we have established that when 0. -
Brian opens the newsletter on an Android, the picture is the right way up!!
Further investigation reveals that it is an obscure bug to do with photography

on the iPhone 6. The explanation and the fix is here.

The picture has been reproduced so that you can check your own! The hay
should be at the bottom of course. Although Brian T will see it differently....

He is right that we still have Christmas decorations in our main header. We'll

change this in January - honest!

Committee Contacts

Contact details are here:

David Davies david@questans.co.uk

Mike Dewey deweymiked@aol.com

Brian Knott  brianrk@btinternet.com

Ron Lewin relewin@btinternet.com

Andy Pye andy@andypye.com

Brian Tranter btranter@btinternet.com
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