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The Challenge of the Committee Meeting

The Challenge of how to meet up
continues. Traditionally, your
Committee members do like to meet
up physically - in the Flackwell Heath
Library, with maybe a bite to eat and
a beer afterwards. The more Zoom
meetings we attend (other brands
are available) , the more we crave

face-to-face discussions.

One correspondent, deprived of the
opportunity to attend an exhibition,
commented: "Much as they hurt your
feet, exhaust you and cost a fortune,
| would give anything for a trade

show right now!"

And so, like many others, we are
again faced with the choice of Zoom

meeting or nothing. Mike Dewey

certainly favours the latter option -
and his view has much to
recommend it. It is certainly true, as
he argues, that much can be done
via ad hoc phone calls and emails.
On the other hand, perhaps Zoom
meetings are better than nothing?

How are you all getting on?

There is no doubt that Zoom fatigue
is setting in. This writer has attended
10 Zoom meeting this week, and

turned down as many again.

What makes it worse is when you
receive an email containing the
dreaded words "I will send a Doodle
Poll shortly". It sends a dagger to the

heart and another to the brain.



What if it's a Doodle Poll to a
Zoom meeting to pre-check your
Zoom availability for a different

upcoming Zoom event?

Is it best to be either the first or the
last to fill it out? What's the "game
theory perspective"? | usually opt for
last because | hate making
decisions. At least | give it a couple
of days before answering. Then, you
can either be the deciding vote and

get to pick your date....or

unfortunately (shucks!) can only
make the days other participants are

not available.

But what is the alternative? Doodle
Polls are painful indeed! But truly, it
is the best meeting arrangement

system out there.

We need to talk... Let me send you

a Doodle Poll.

Andy Pye

A trailer for November

For the local newspapers the Slough Observer and Bucks Free Press (BPF),

Mike Dewey has written a series of four articles on the history of the site at

Stoke Poges where FRI was located. This is in the context that the site is now

home to the Khalsa Academy, a Sikh School, which has some controversial

issues and so is regularly in the local news anyway.

Bucks Free Press

Parts 1 and 2 won't be of much interest to Fulmerites, but Part 3 (How an

impressive summer residence was turned into a research centre) leads

into FRI and Part 4 ends with the demise of FRI. Part 3 appeared in

the Bucks Free Press and is embargoed until three weeks after publication, so


https://fulmerresearchinstitute.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3a3bab303f9fabaefbca60e76&id=7e23a1ca09&e=7f728d5bec
https://fulmerresearchinstitute.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3a3bab303f9fabaefbca60e76&id=7e23a1ca09&e=7f728d5bec

it can't be used in this edition of the Newsletter. Part 4 will appear in the BFP

sometime in October, so will be OK for our December issue.

Roger Davies’ Box

A treasure trove of memories

In As mentioned in the last newsletter, we have

received two box folders full of memorabilia from

-

i | Lo gl the family of the late Roger Davies, including
'“”"‘i:’__'}”,f_l ”WL ] L backgrounds to some of the major projects
that.Roger worked on during his time at Fulmer.
There is even a list of all the E numbers that Roger

worked on, which runs to many pages.

The Committee will have a field day working through this and we will surely be

uploading much of it to the website over time, with highlights in this Newsletter.

Amongst the projects to catch the eye are the

following:

e The failure of an air conditioning system
at London Airport Terminal Control
Centre (LATCC, see above), which

spewed glass fibre - a known irritant -

into the operations room - E4356, 1987

« Laboratory Examination of a Fractured Tower Crane Jib - E4652, 1989
(right)

e Items Recovered from the Site of an Explosion at McDonald's
Hamburgers - E2040/41, 1992



Newsletter: Promising Stats

We currently have 49 members, so anything you can all do to spread the word
would be much appreciated. The open rate on the last issue was fractionally
under 70%, which we are pleased about. Please keep supplying those ideas
and anecdotes.

Committee Contacts

Contact details are here:

David Davies david@questans.co.uk

Mike Dewey deweymiked@aol.com

Brian Knott  brianrk@btinternet.com

Ron Lewin relewin@btinternet.com

Andy Pye andy@andypye.com

Brian Tranter btranter@btinternet.com
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